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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTIS-
MAL PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER
AT LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT
OF THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. EDWARD CHIFFRILLER NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT
THE HOSPITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM 10 10:30AM.
RCIA (RiTE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucaTtioN OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PSR News

April 2023
16 Mass and Class — Second Sunday of Easter — Sunday of Devine Mercy

Devine Mercy Sunday - In a series of revelations to St. Maria Faustina Kowalska in the 1930s, our Lord called for a special feast day
to be celebrated on the Sunday after Easter. Today, we know that feast as Divine Mercy Sunday, named by Pope St. John Paul II at the
canonization of St. Faustina on April 30, 2000.

The Lord expressed His will with regard to this feast in His very first revelation to St. Faustina. The most comprehensive revelation can
be found in her Diary entry 699:

“My daughter, tell the whole world about My inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and a shelter for all souls,
and especially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those
souls who approach the fount of My mercy. The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete for-
giveness of sins and punishment. On that day are opened all the divine floodgates through which graces flow. Let no soul fear to draw
near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet. My mercy is so great that no mind, be it of man or of angel, will be able to fathom it
throughout all eternity. Everything that exists has come from the very depths of My most tender mercy. Every soul in its relation to Me
will contemplate My love and mercy throughout eternity. The Feast of Mercy emerged from My very depths of tenderness. It is My de-
sire that it be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind will not have peace until it turns to the Fount of My mercy.”

In all, St. Faustina recorded 14 revelations from Jesus concerning His desire for this feast.

Nevertheless, Divine Mercy Sunday is NOT a feast based solely on St. Faustina's revelations. Indeed, it is not primarily about
St. Faustina — nor is it altogether a new feast. The Second Sunday of Easter was already a solemnity as the Octave Day of Easter. The
title "Divine Mercy Sunday" does, however, highlight the meaning of the day.

Amos’ Theological Theme and Message

There are two main themes in Amos. The first theme is that of true worship. In this time of prosperity, some did give lip service to God,
but He was displeased. In Amos 5:21-24, God declares, “I hate, I despise your religious festivals, your assemblies are a stench to me.
Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, 1
will have no regard for them. Away with the noise of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps. But let justice roll on like a
river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!”

The Lord despised their showy worship and desired true righteousness. This brings us to the second theme of Amos: justice. If one verse
could sum up the message of Amos, it might be Amos 5:24,“But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing
stream!”

Amos spoke to a materially prosperous society that struggled with true justice and righteousness, instead of settling for outer displays of
worship while oppressing the poor and downtrodden. There is much in the book that we can learn today.

Next Issue: The Book of Amos Addresses Materialism

Mass Intentions for April 15 — 18, 2023

PRAY FOR US

Saturday Spm Dr. Melvin Jones
By: Family & Friends

Richard Camble, Jr.  John Paul Moore  Catherine Murray Sunday Sam People of the Parish

Frazier Jordan Loraine Perry Joyce Decuir
Elizabeth Whitfield =~ Martha Proctor John Ristic .
Zelda Bates Maria Rice Betty Camble 11am Bridget Taylor
Elaine Johnson Whitney Robiho Elouise Noel By: undisclosed
Linda Gills-Beshears  Bridget Taylor Cora Scott-Green .
Phyllis White Chavon D. White Betty Dupas Tuesday Spm Charles Williams

Mary Elaine Bourgeois Earl Bourgeois By: Mary & Ingrid




SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

April 16, 2023
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Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give
St. Francis Xavier Cotholic Chuwrch

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity!

Starting October 25, the deadline for bulletin entries will be due on Fridays by 12 noon.
Please consider admission at least a week prior to the date of the announcement, when possible.

OUR FASCINATING FAITH

Divine Mercy

Saint John Paul II named the Second Sunday of
Easter “Sunday of Divine Mercy” in response to
Saint Faustina Kowalska’s Divine Mercy
devotion, which offered spiritual comfort to hearts
worldwide. But Pope Francis challenges us to
make the comfort that we receive a gift we gladly
share, saying that because mercy was first shown
to us we are therefore called to show mercy our-
selves. The clearest expression of merciful love,
says Francis, is pardoning others. He acknowledg-
es how difficult it can be to forgive sometimes,
but if we are to achieve peace in our hearts,
pardon is the tool that has been put into our very
fallible hands. The necessary condition for living
joyfully? We must let go of anger, hatred,
revenge, and violence. A tall order in a world
seemingly bent on the destruction of every
peaceful impulse. May Divine Mercy Sunday
remind us that Jesus made mercy our life’s ideal
and a criterion for our faith’s credibility: “Blessed
are the merciful, for they will be shown mer-
cy” (Matthew 5:7).

Weekday Masses
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
at 9am

EXEMPLAR OF THE FAITH
Poor Thomas. Singled out from among the disciples
because he refused to believe what they were tell-
ing him—that they had seen, in the flesh, their
friend and their Lord, Jesus Christ. Can any of us
really blame him? All of the disciples were terri-
fied, crestfallen, hiding. But what of Thomas? Just
where was he when Jesus appeared the first time to
the group huddled in fear? He had gone “out”- out
of the community where his faith had life. Maybe
this was actually a blessing for Thomas and not the
curse associated with the “doubting Thomas” moni-
ker bestowed on him by tradition. Oh, the divine
mercy of the Lord! Could Thomas be the forerun-
ner of all of us who come in fragile hope and uncer-
tainty to the Christian community, so beautifully
described in the reading from the Acts of the Apos-
tles? Could Thomas be an ultimate exemplar of the
faith described in the First Letter of Peter?

JOIN US FOR PRAYING THE ROSARY
EVERY SUNDAY EVENING @ 7PM
Just dial 1 720 7409653
And enter access code 5217381#

Regular Collection
$8,503
Flowers
$125
Building Fund
$4,219
Fish Fry
2,410

Stewardship - April 9, 2023




Paul and Norma Duell Memorial Scholarship

Purpose of the scholarship: The Paul and Norma Duell Memorial Scholarship is established to provide financial

support of $5,000 to a graduating high school senior and/or first year college student who will attend Southern University and
A&M College, Baton Rouge or Grambling State University in the Fall of 2022. The student should have a 3.0 GPA and be a pa-
rishioner of St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church or Mt. Zion First Baptist Church.

Paul L. Duell was an active member of Mt. Zion First Baptist Church, serving dutifully as a deacon and Superintendent of the
Sunday School. He was a proud 1952 graduate of Grambling State University in Education. He was an educator,

principal, businessman and mentor to many. He was a proud member of the G-Men, having played football for Coach Eddie Rob-
nson.

Norma Bellard Duell was an active member of St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, serving faithfully as the Leader of the Lectors
and as a result, helped found the Annual Women’s retreat. She was also a member of Moms who PUSH (Pray Until Something
Happens). She was a proud 1966 graduate of Southern University and A&M College, Baton Rouge in Education. She was also an
educator, having been named West Baton Rouge Parish Teacher of the Year and an advocate for vocational education.

Both Paul and Norma believed in the value of education, given their experiences growing up in a segregated society. They both
worked tirelessly to bring together people of all races, faiths, and backgrounds to improve their community, the State of

Louisiana and our country through their active engagement in many organizations including their church homes. They often re-
cruited students to attend both Southern University and A&M College and Grambling State University, so it is fitting that their
daughters, Paula Duell Northern and Stephanie Duell honor them through this Memorial Scholarship Fund.

To apply, students should submit a resume and personal statement on their future aspirations in 250 words or less to
DuellMemorialScholarship@gmail.com by April 30, 2022.
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