
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER  
PARISH OFFICE: 
MS. EBONY RILEY - SECRETARY   
1134 JULIA STREET  
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802   
8:00 AM TO 3:00 PM 
225.383.3479 OR 225.343.3709   
FAX: 225.388.5458 
EMAIL-SECRETARY@SFXC.BRCOXMAIL.COM 
WEBSITE-STFRANCISXAVIERBR.ORG 
REV. EDWARD CHIFFRILLER CELL: 225.571.8233 
EMAIL~ EJCHIFFSSJ@AOL.COM 
 
 
OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  
MR JOHN YOUNG - DRE 225.343.3075 EXT 212 
FAX: 225.388.5458 
EMAIL:SFXPSR@SFXC.BRCOXMAIL.COM 
 
 
SCHOOL OFFICE:  
MS. PAULA JOHNSON - PRINCIPAL 
1150 SOUTH 12TH STREET  
BATON ROUGE, LA 70802   
7:30 AM TO 4:00 PM 
225.387.6639 OR 225.387.6630   
FAX: 225.383.1215 
EMAIL: PJOHNSON@SFXBR.ORG 
WEBSITE: SFXBR.ORG 
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MASS  SCHEDULE: 
SATURDAY:                                          VIGIL - 5:00 PM 
SUNDAY:                                  8:00 AM  & 11:00 AM 
TUESDAY:                           OUR MOTHER OF  PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA– 5:00 PM 
WED -THURS:                    6:30 AM IN CONVENT 
HOLYDAYS:                           9:00 AM  & 6:00 PM 
FRIDAY:                   SCHOOL MASS 9:00AM 

Very Rev. Edward Chiffriller, SSJ   
Pastor  

CATHOLIC CHURCH  
 ₁₁₂₀ Myrtle Walk 
Baton Rouge, LA ₇₀₈₀₂ 

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 
APRIL 23, 2023 

Deacon Henry Ihuoma, SSJ 



Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA 

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart 
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing 
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in. 

PRAY FOR US  
 

Richard Camble, Jr. 
Frazier Jordan  

Elizabeth Whitfield 
Zelda Bates 

Elaine Johnson 
Linda Gills-Beshears 

Phyllis White 
Mary Elaine Bourgeois 

 
John Paul Moore 

Loraine Perry 
Martha Proctor 

Maria Rice 
Whitney Robiho 
Bridget Taylor 

Chavon D. White 

 
Catherine Murray 

Joyce Decuir 
John Ristic 

Betty Camble 
Elouise Noel 

Cora Scott-Green 
Betty Dupas 

Earl Bourgeois 

Mass Intentions for April 22 – 25, 2023 
 
 
Saturday      5pm         Dr. Melvin Jones  
   By: Phyllis White  & Family 
 
Sunday         8am          People of the Parish         
          
         11am Father Rodney 
   By: Parishioners  of SFX 
 
Tuesday        5pm        Virginia Moore 
   By: undisclosed 
  

PSR News 
April  2023 
23 Mass and Class – Third Sunday of Easter 
30 Mass and Class – Fourth Sunday of Easter 
May 2023 
1 No Class - First Communion 
7             No Class – Happy Mother’s Day! 
21 Last Day of PSR – Teacher Appreciation – Hand Out Certificates 
 
 
The Book of Amos Addresses Materialism 
The book of Amos contains some brutally blunt statements from God, especially against the materialistic culture thriving in Israel. With the materialism and 

consumerism that often characterizes modern society, we would do well to consider what the book of Amos has to say. 

“You put off the day of disaster and bring near a reign of terror. You lie on beds adorned with ivory and lounge on your couches. You dine on choice lambs and fattened calves. You 

strum away on your harps like David and improvise on musical instruments. You drink wine by the bowlful and use the finest lotions, but you do not grieve over the ruin of Jo-

seph. Therefore you will be among the first to go into exile; your feasting and lounging will end” (Amos 6:3-7). 

The Lord’s disgust with the materialism and the lack of concern for worship or justice is expressed even more harshly in Amos 4:1-

2, “Hear this word, you cows of Bashan on Mount Samaria, you women who oppress the poor and crush the needy and say to your husbands, ‘Bring us some drinks!’ The Sover-

eign Lord has sworn by his holiness: ‘The time will surely come when you will be taken away with hooks, the last of you with fishhooks.’” 
Though Israel considered their materialism a sign of thriving and God’s approval, this was not the case. Their fixation on material wealth 
was met with His scorn and anger. Instead, success to God was measured in justice and righteousness. 

 
The Book of Amos Addresses Superficial Worship 
We might think going to church or making outward shows of devotion is enough. But Amos shows that God is concerned with all as-

pects of our lives. 

“I hate, I despise your religious festivals; your assemblies are a stench to me. Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offer-

ings, I will not accept them… Away with the noise of your songs!” He says in Amos 5:21-23. 
If we are unwilling to do what pleases God in our lives, we cannot expect to please Him with our worship. crisswakj,cin 

Next Issue: The Book of Amos Addresses Corrupt Leadership 
 



THE SOLEMNITY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD      April 23, 2023 

Through trials  and tribulations,  by God’s  grace,  we triumph!  

3 Ways to Give 
S t. Francis Xavier Catholic Church 

 
*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 

Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
 

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! 

 
JOIN US FOR PRAYING THE ROSARY  

EVERY SUNDAY EVENING @ 7PM 
Just dial 1 720 7409653 

And enter access code 5217381# 

Stewardship - April 16, 2023 
 

Regular Collection 
$6,442 

Flowers 
$228 

Building Fund 
$1,086 

Food Bank 
$85 

Starting October 25, the deadline for bulletin entries will be due on Fridays by 12 noon.  
Please consider admission at least a week prior to the date of the announcement, when possible. 

OUR FASCINATING FAITH 
Neophytes 

 
Perhaps you’ve noticed that those who were baptized 
and newly initiated into the Church at Easter are still  
sitting in a prominent location during Sunday Mass.  

Aren’t they done? What’s going on? 
During this Easter season the newly initiated are called 

“neophytes,” and they are living through the final period 
of the catechumenal process, known by the name 

“mystagogy.” They are exploring the mysteries of their 
new identity, reflecting on the meaning of the sacraments 

they celebrated at the Easter Vigil, and strengthening 
their bonds with Christ and the Christian community. 
That they are living their new identity in such a public 

way should be an inspiration to the rest of us, a sign that 
this new life in Christ really makes a difference. And they 
are also still in need of the prayers and support of the rest 

of the community. 
As neophytes and fully-initiated members of the  

Christian community, they are no longer being dismissed 
for catechesis during Mass. Perhaps you might take  
advantage of their presence at the end of Mass and  

engage one in conversation. Learn about their experience 
and let them know of your continuing prayers and  

support for them.  

Weekday Masses 
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 

at 9am 
EMMAUS AND THE MASS 

 
Emmaus might as well be Brigadoon. We hear of it in 
this one story - and it’s only in Luke - and then it  
disappears. The journey to Emmaus is one of the most 
beloved stories about Jesus, and yet the town is  
probably “mythical” in the truest sense. Like so much 
of life, this story is about the journey, not the  
destination. Running away from Jerusalem and their 
fears, probably going home in disillusionment, two of  
Jesus’ disciples encounter a stranger on the road who, 
like a rabbi, is able to help them understand their  
experiences using his deep knowledge of scripture.  
Later, sharing a meal with him, they recognize the 
stranger as Jesus, and they return to Jerusalem to tell 
the others. How like our Mass - we hear the scriptures 
and an explanation of them, we share a meal, and then 
we go out to tell the good news.  



Paul and Norma Duell Memorial Scholarship 
 

Purpose of the scholarship: The Paul and Norma Duell Memorial Scholarship is established to provide financial  
support of $5,000 to a graduating high school senior and/or first year college student who will attend Southern University and 
A&M College, Baton Rouge or Grambling State University in the Fall of 2022. The student should have a 3.0 GPA and be a pa-
rishioner of St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church or Mt. Zion First Baptist Church. 
 
Paul L. Duell was an active member of Mt. Zion First Baptist Church, serving dutifully as a deacon and Superintendent of the 
Sunday School. He was a proud 1952 graduate of Grambling State University in Education. He was an educator,  
principal, businessman and mentor to many. He was a proud member of the G-Men, having played football for Coach Eddie Rob-
inson. 
 
Norma Bellard Duell was an active member of St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, serving faithfully as the Leader of the Lectors 
and as a result, helped found the Annual Women’s retreat. She was also a member of Moms who PUSH (Pray Until Something 
Happens). She was a proud 1966 graduate of Southern University and A&M College, Baton Rouge in Education. She was also an 
educator, having been named West Baton Rouge Parish Teacher of the Year and an advocate for vocational education. 
 
Both Paul and Norma believed in the value of education, given their experiences growing up in a segregated society. They both 
worked tirelessly to bring together people of all races, faiths, and backgrounds to improve their community, the State of 
Louisiana and our country through their active engagement in many organizations including their church homes. They often re-
cruited students to attend both Southern University and A&M College and Grambling State University, so it is fitting that their 
daughters, Paula Duell Northern and Stephanie Duell honor them through this Memorial Scholarship Fund. 
 
To apply, students should submit a resume and personal statement on their future aspirations in 250 words or less to  
DuellMemorialScholarship@gmail.com by April 30, 2022. 
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