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 ₁₁₂₀ Myrtle Walk 
Baton Rouge, LA ₇₀₈₀₂ 

29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
OCTOBER 22, 2023 



Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA 

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart 
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing 
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in. 

PRAY FOR US  
 

Richard Camble, Jr. 
Frazier Jordan  

Elizabeth Whitfield 
Zelda Bates 

Elaine Johnson 
Linda Gills-Beshears 

Phyllis White 
Mary E. Bourgeois 

Cecila Bazile 

 
John Paul Moore 

Loraine Perry 
Martha Proctor 

Maria Rice 
Whitney Robiho 
Bridget Taylor 

Chavon D. White 
Mary L. Boutte  

 
Catherine Murray 

Joyce Decuir 
John Ristic 

Betty Camble 
Elouise Noel 

Cora Scott-Green 
Betty Dupas 

Earl Bourgeois 
Betty Bickham 

Mass Intentions for October 21 –24, 2023 
 
Saturday      5pm         People of the Parish 
      
 
Sunday         8am          Joseph Delpit, Jr. 
   By: Pat Delpit & Family 
 
         11am Lionel Taylor 
   By: Wife 
 
Tuesday        5pm         Charles Williams 
   By: Mary & Ingrid 

PSR News 
October 2023 
 
22 Class – 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 
What Happens in the Book of Haggai and Faith Affirmation for Today? We complete our  ser ies on Haggai and begin with the 
prophet Zechariah 
 
Will the people of God reconsider their priorities, take courage, and act on the basis of God’s promises? God sought to warn the people 
to heed His words. Not only did God warn them, but He also offered promises through His servant Haggai to motivate them to follow 
Him. Because the people of God reversed their priorities and failed to put God in first place in their lives, Judah was sent into Babylonian 
exile. In response to Daniel’s prayer and in fulfillment of God’s promises, God directed Cyrus the Persian king to allow the Jews in exile 
to go back to Jerusalem. A group of Jews returned to their land with great joy, put God first in their lives, worshiped Him, and began to 
rebuild the Temple of Jerusalem without the aid of the local people who lived in Israel. Their courageous faith was met with opposition 
from the local people as well as the Persian government for approximately 15 years. 
 
The Book of Haggai draws attention to common problems most people face even today. Haggai asks us 1) to examine our priorities to 
see if we are more interested in our own pleasures than doing the work of God; 2) to reject a defeatist attitude when we run into opposi-
tion or discouraging circumstances; 3) to confess our failures and seek to live pure lives before God; 4) to act courageously for God be-
cause we have the assurance that He is with us always and is in full control of our circumstances; and 5) to rest secure in God’s hands 
knowing that He will abundantly bless us as we faithfully serve Him. 
 
The Prophet Zechariah 
 
The prophet Zechariah is just one of over thirty men named Zechariah in the Old Testament. His name means “Yahweh has remembered,” which might 
also be a good summary of the prophetic work that bears his name. We know little about Zechariah personally except that he was a priest as well as a proph-
et and was a contemporary of Zerubbabel and the prophet Haggai. 
 
Zechariah lived during the time of Judah’s restoration, when the exiles had returned from Babylon and were rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem, around 520 
to 470 BC. Zechariah 1:1 introduces him as the son of Berekiah, the grandson of Iddo. However, Ezra 5:1 and 6:14 identify him as the son of Iddo. This is 
not a contradiction, as son can simply mean “descendant.” 
 
According to Nehemiah 12:4, Zechariah’s grandfather Iddo returned with Zerubbabel from exile in Babylon. Nehemiah 12:16 lists Zech-
ariah as the head of the priestly family of Iddo. His ministry was among those who returned from the exile and their descendants as they 
resettled the land. Zechariah calls them to repentance and spiritual renewal in a time when they seemed to be despairing, spiritually apa-
thetic, and tempted to continue some of the sins of their forefathers before the exile. The prophecies in the book of Zechariah cover about 
two years’ time, but it appears that Zechariah continued to have a ministry among the people until the temple was rebuilt, even though no 
prophecies are recorded from that time period (Ezra 5:1–2). 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                  OCTOBER 22, 2023 

Through trials  and tribulations,  by God’s  grace,  we triumph!  

3 Ways to Give 
S t. Francis Xavier Catholic Church 

 
*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 

Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
 

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! 

 
JOIN US FOR PRAYING THE  

ROSARY  
EVERY SUNDAY EVENING @ 7PM 

Just dial 1 720 7409653 
And enter access code 5217381# 

 
Stewardship - October 15, 2023 

 
Regular Collection 

$6,663 
Parish Needs 

$147 
Building Fund 

$700 
 

Starting October 25, the deadline for bulletin entries will be due on Fridays by 12 noon.  
Please consider admission at least a week prior to the date of the announcement, when possible. 

Weekday Masses 
 

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday  
at 9am 

What is God’s 
 
There is a Bible verse on my calendar for the current month that 
states, "Where your treasure is, there your heart will also 
be" (Matthew 6:21). The "treasures" of Earth eventually fade and pass 
away.  
 
In today's Gospel, we encounter the Herodians and Pharisees joining 
together against Christ. The treasure in this case, a coin, had the image 
of Caesar on it. While notoriously at odds with one another, in this 
case, the Herodians and Pharisees do have something very much in 
common: a love of the things of this world. Their priorities are their 
law and traditions, and love for those outside their ways is set aside. 
 
Many times I must admit I also mistakenly get distracted. I must ask 
myself over and over, am I of this world or of the Kingdom? Do we 
belong to our selfish pride, or dedicate every last breath to God alone? 
The penny that may have at one point seemed to have so much value 
quickly became worthless. So too with all the status and fame one 
derives from fortune and reputation. 
 
Remarkably, Christ teaches us to give to Caesar what is Caesar's - the 
money, the worldly possessions - and to God, what is God's. Give to 
God what is God's. We ourselves are created in the image and likeness 
of God. Not much has changed in today's world where our priorities 
are often misled. As parents we concentrate on our reputation in the 
workplace, or financial status, rather than spending our time with 
those God has entrusted to us. Christ reminds us that true disciples do 
not find themselves belonging to the chains of money and possessions 
but to God alone.  
 
By Alexis Dallara-Marsh  

 
SFX CENTENNIAL  

COOKBOOKS  
MAKES A GREAT GIFT  

FOR ONLY $20.00 

Never lose hope. Just when you think it’s 
over, God sends you a miracle. 

World Mission Sunday 
October 22, 2023 

 
The Church, therefore, is missionary by her 

very nature. She continues the mission of the 
Son and the mission of the Holy Spirit by  
proclaiming to the ends of the earth the  

salvation. Christ offers those who believe in 
him. We are faithful to the nature of the 
Church to the degree that we love and  

sincerely promote her missionary activity. As 
teachers and pastors we are responsible for 
keeping alive a vibrant Catholic missionary 

spirit in the United States.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“He Alone Is L ” 

 
In the scriptures, being anointed usually meant you were a prophet or king of Israel. 

Anointing was a sign that God had chosen you for that job. But it was almost unheard of to call a 
king from another country anointed. So why is Cyrus given that title? Cyrus was king of Persia 
when the Babylonians held the people of Israel captive. God used him to defeat the Babylonians 
and eventually bring the Israelites back to their homes. 

In our first reading, we hear the Lord’s words to Cyrus about God’s plan for Israel. Notice 
that God is in charge: telling Cyrus what God will do, making other kings run from him, opening 
doors or gates that might have blocked Cyrus’ armies—all for a king who doesn’t even know 
God. Cyrus only knew the Persian gods. That is why the reading says several times that there is 
no God but the L . 

One thing this tells us is that God can work through anyone, not just saints and religious. 
Any time someone does a good deed, God is behind it. Just as God used Cyrus to free the Israel-
ites from their Babylonian captivity, God can use governments to protect the poor, to help rebuild 
after disasters, to defend freedom. 

In that sense, we can understand what Jesus says about payment to Caesar and to God. 
Since everything belongs to God, that should be our first allegiance. When a government does not 
protect the weakest or the rights of the poor, it should be accountable. But when God works 
through governments, we can give some support to them by such activities as voting, or paying 
taxes. Let us ask God to work through us also, helping us to proclaim that God alone is L . 
Tom Schmidt 
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Phone Systems
Networks • Cabling

Generators

225.753.4243
www.gagetelephone.com

225-231-6606

www.cottonportbank.com

ANDREWS FAMILY
INSURANCE AGENCY

WE OFFER:
Home 
Auto
Life
Rentals
Condo
Commercial

Let’s talk about you and your family’s 
future, and how we can help protect it.

214 S. Acadian Thruway
Baton Rouge, LA 70806

225-383-0877

Get this bulletin emailed to 
you every week.

Simply go to 
www.DM.CHURCH/5741 ...or scan

catholicmatch® 

Louisiana

CatholicMatch.com/myLA

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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