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Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA 

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart 
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing 
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in. 

PRAYER LIST  

 
Richard Camble, Jr.* Elizabeth Whitfield * Elaine Johnson * Linda Gills-Beshears * Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois   

 
John Paul Moore * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Maria Rice * Whitney Robiho * Chavon D. White * Joyce Decuir 

 
Catherine Murray  * Betty Camble * Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Earl Bourgeois * Mary L. Boutte * Cecila Bazile * Denise Chutz 

PSR News 
March  2024 
24 Class – Palm Sunday 
28 Holy Thursday 
29 Good Friday 
30 Holy Saturday 
31         Easter Sunday – No Class 
 
Holy Week  
 
Holy Week is the week before Easter Sunday, beginning seven days before with Palm Sunday. It ends with Holy Saturday. Easter is not part of Holy 
Week, but rather the beginning of the Easter season of the Liturgical year. 
 
Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday. On this day, we celebrate the triumphant entry of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, into Jerusalem, riding a donkey. On that 
day, the people laid palms before Him, a gesture reserved for triumphant leaders. We celebrate this at Mass by distributing palms to the faithful who 
may keep them for a time for use as devotional objects. The palms are blessed at Mass. The faithful sometimes craft portions of palm fronds into cross-
es. Eventually, these palms are returned to the Church where they are burned. Traditionally, their ashes are saved and distributed at next year's Ash 
Wednesday services. 
 
Later, when Jesus entered the Temple, he angrily drove out the money changers who had turned the Temple court into a place of business instead of 
devotion. Once the court was cleared, Jesus began teaching the masses. Meanwhile, His enemies drew plans to kill Him. 
 
The next major event in Holy Week is Holy Thursday. On this day, Jesus celebrated the Passover feast with the disciples. We know this feast as the Last 
Supper. This is the night He was betrayed by Judas and arrested. 
 
The Last Supper is celebrated at every Mass, and especially on Holy Thursday. 
 
After supper, Jesus went to the Mount of Olives and prayed. From this event comes inspiration for our practice of Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration, 
where we are invited to spend one hour in prayer with Jesus, truly present in the Eucharist; Body, Blood, and Divinity. 
 
Jesus was arrested on the night of Holy Thursday.  
 
The next day is Good Friday, and on this day, we commemorate the trial, punishment, and crucifixion of Our Lord. 
 
On that morning, Jesus was brought before Annas, a powerful Jewish cleric who condemned Jesus for blasphemy. From there, Jesus was presented to 
Pilate for trial. Although Pilate found no guilt in Jesus, he agreed to have him crucified to appease the crowd of people and prevent a riot. 
 
Christ was stripped, flogged, and crowned with thorns. He was then forced to carry His Cross to the place of His execution. There, He was nailed to the 
Cross between two thieves who were likewise crucified. Late that afternoon, seeking to ensure Christ's death, a Roman guard stabbed him in his side 
with a spear. When Jesus died, an earthquake is said to have occurred as well as a great darkness which covered the land. Suddenly, many people knew 
Jesus was the Son of God. 
 
Jesus was taken and laid quickly in a borrowed tomb, in accord with Jewish law, which required the dead be buried by sundown before the Sabbath. 
 
In our churches, the Tabernacle is left empty, to show that Christ is departed. 
 
On Holy Saturday, there is no Mass. Parishes may hold services, but there is no distribution of Communion. 
 
On Holy Saturday, we remember that Jesus was descended into hell where He preached the Gospel to those who died before and opened the way to 
heaven for all those who were worthy. 
 
This concludes Holy Week. The following day is Easter Sunday, the day on which it was discovered the Tomb was empty, and our Lord was resurrected, 
triumphing over death once and for all time. catholiconline 
 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Mass Intentions - March 23 - 29, 2024 
 
Saturday 5pm      People of the Parish 
 
    
Sunday          8am          William “Tex” Turner               
           By: Wife & Kids 
  
  11am       Faye Boykin 
          By: Betty Lowery 
 
Friday  9am       Doris Vavasseur  
           By: Gail 

PALM SUNDAY                          MARCH 24, 2024 

Through trials  and tribulations,  by God’s  grace,  we triumph!  

3 Ways to Give 
S t. Francis Xavier Catholic Church 

 
*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 

Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
 

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! 

Stewardship - March 17, 2024 
 

Regular Collection 
$7,494 

 
Parish Needs 

$300 
       

Fish Fry 
       $4072 

Starting October 25, the deadline for bulletin entries will be due on Fridays by 12 noon.  
Please consider admission at least a week prior to the date of the announcement, when possible. 

Weekday Masses  Wednesday, Thursday & Friday  at 9am Stations of the Cross on Fridays of Lent at 2pm. 

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 

Holy Thursday Mass - 6pm 
 

Good Friday Stations - 12noon 
 

Good Friday Services - 3pm 
 

Easter Vigil - 8pm 
 

Easter Sunday Masses - 8am & 11am 

During March 2024 Trunk or Treat will be selling  
raffle tickets for $10 to win a sack of boiled crawfish 

with potatoes, corn and soda. Please support this 
fundraiser for 2024 Trunk or Treat.  

 
We are collecting candy and monetary donations for our 

Easter candy project. Please support this project. 

The Youth of St. Francis Xavier will be having 
an Adoration and Confession  

on March 30 (Holy Saturday) at 10am.  
 

All are welcome to join. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Palm Sunday 
With Friends Like These… 

 
This year, we hear the Passion from the gospel of Mark. One thing unique about this read-

ing is the emphasis on Jesus being abandoned by his disciples. First, the leaders of the disciples, 
Peter, James, and John, cannot even support Jesus in his agony in the garden: They fall asleep, 
three times. Then there is Judas, who seeks out the chief priests to make a deal with them, Pe-
ter, who denies Jesus three times, and the disciples who flee when he is arrested. The crowds 
who cried, “Hosanna!” a few days before, now call for him to be crucified. Even Simon the Cyrenian 
had to be forced to help carry the cross.  

 
What does this tell us? With friends like these, who needs enemies? No, the point is that 

Jesus died specifically for these people, not because they were once friends, but because they 
were sinners, who needed Jesus. All but one of them ended up as saints. And the one who didn’t 
was Judas, who gave up on Jesus, instead of coming back to him for forgiveness. When we find 
ourselves in sin, when we think that everything we do is wrong, or when we think we can’t possibly 
deserve to be loved by God—that is when God can help us, if we just stop hating ourselves and 
start loving and trusting the Lord. It is not the time to pretend we have avoided the big sins, or 
to brag about some of the good we may have done. Instead of trying to convince God that we de-
serve his mercy, simply agree that you need his help. God loves sinners who know they need his 
forgiveness and don’t deserve it. 

 
But maybe you have already been forgiven and wonder what’s next. Remember the ones you 

would not expect to support Jesus: The centurion supervising his crucifixion proclaims him Son of 
God. A member of the Sanhedrin gives Jesus a burial place. The women who were there to the 
end. These were people who did not claim to be worthy, just did what they could to show their 
love. Ask Jesus each morning when you wake up, “What can I do for you today?” and do what you 
can.       Tom Schmidt 
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ANDREWS FAMILY
INSURANCE AGENCY

WE OFFER:
Home 
Auto
Life
Rentals
Condo
Commercial

Let’s talk about you and your family’s 
future, and how we can help protect it.

214 S. Acadian Thruway
Baton Rouge, LA 70806

225-383-0877

Get this bulletin emailed to 
you every week.

Simply go to 
www.DM.CHURCH/5741 ...or scan

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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