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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTIS-
MAL PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER
AT LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT
OF THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. EDWARD CHIFFRILLER NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT
THE HOSPITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM 1O 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PSR News
“We Are An Easter People

And
Hallelujah Is Our Song

B
On behalf of the Parish School of Religion:
Ms. Mack, Ms. Linda, Ms. G
Ms. Mary, Ms. DeGruy, Ms. Nikki, Ms. Angela,
Ms. Cynthia, Ms. Kristi, Christian, Jared,
Mr. John, Fr. Ed, and Fr. Henry,

In Requiescence,
Ms. Chavon White,

May The Angels Of The Lord Present Her to God The Most High,

We Wish You A Blessed Easter!

PRAYER LIST
John Paul Moore * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir * Catherine Murray

* Betty Camble * Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Earl Bourgeois * Mary L. Boutte * Cecila Bazile * Denise Chutz

Richard Camble, Jr.* Elizabeth Whitfield * Elaine Johnson * Linda Gills-Beshears * Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give
St. Francis Xavier Cotholic Churciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity!

Starting October 25, the deadline for bulletin entries will be due on Fridays by 12 noon.
Please consider admission at least a week prior to the date of the announcement, when possible.

TR Weekday Masses
. Wednesday, Thursday & Friday at9am

THIS IS THE DATHER
0RD HAS NADE

Scripture Readings
For the Week of March 31, 2024

Sunday The Resurrection of the Lord
Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; Col
3:14 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9

Monday Acts 2:14,22-33; Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10,
11; Mt 28:8-15
Tuesday Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22; Jn
20:11-18
Wednesday Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-2, 34, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 24:13-35
Thursday Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 24:35-48
¢ | Friday Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2 and 4, 22-24, 25-27a; Jn 21:1
-14
)| Saturday Acts4:13-21; Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16-18, 19-21;
Mk 16:9-15
Sunday Sunday of Divine Mercy
Acts 4:32-35; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15,22-24; 1 In 5:1-6;
Jn 20:19-31

Mass Intentions - March 30 - April 2, 2024

Saturday Spm Holy Saturday
o Sunday 8am Easter Sunday

Tuesday Spm People of the Parish
Stewardship - March 24, 2024

Regular Collection
= $7,037
Parish Needs
$58
Fish Fry
$3347

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com




View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

Easter Sunday
A Good Day to Die

Do you remember your own baptism? I wish I could; I was baptized as an infant, just
a few days old. I envy the adults I have seen baptized at the Easter Vigil. Hopefully, they
experience what St. Paul says in the epistle we hear at the Vigil. For Paul, Baptism is a sign
of dying and rising to new life. Sounds like Easter to me. So when Jesus died, he rose from
the dead. Is Paul telling us that we will rise from the dead, too?

Yes, but that is not his main point. If all we think about is our physical death, and
hope we go to heaven affterwards, we're missing the point. The new life starts with our
baptism, not just our physical death. That's why Paul says things like, "our old self was cru-
cified” or "sinful body done away with..." (Rom 6:6) Baptism gives us a new life NOW. The
water is both cleansing and a sign of dying (symbolic drowning) that help us see we are
free from sin. We are dead to sin when we begin fo live in Christ. The fictional Klingons
have a saying "today is a good day to die” to express courage in battle. But real Christians
m}j\gh‘r say that Easter is a good day to die: we have died to sin and begun a new life in
Christ.

How do we experience this dying to sin? First, we identify the sinful areas of our
life. Do I watch movies, video games, or TV shows that encourage promiscuity, lying, re-
venge, hatred or selfishness? What sins do I confess repeatedly and what can I do to
avoid them?

Next we look for ways to act differently: Can I spend more time with friends/
relatives who are examples of love? Can I spend less time entertaining myself and more
time in prayer? Instead of complaining about what is wrong with the world, can T find ways
to make it better? (If not the world, then my community or family.) These are a few of
the ways we begin our new life in Christ. Tom Schmiat
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