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MASS SCHEDULE:
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BATON ROUGE, LA 70802 SATURDAY: VIGH.. _ 5.00PM
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SUNDAY: 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM
I%f;.g%.gggsalgllzsz 5.587.6630 TUESDAY: OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA— 500 PM
) By WED -FRE 0.00AM AM
EMAIL: PJOHNSON(@SFXBR.ORG
WEBSITE: SFXBR.ORG HOLYDAYS: 900 AM & 6:00PM
FRIDAY: SCHOOL MASS 9 00AM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTIS-
MAL PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER
AT LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT
OF THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. EDWARD CHIFFRILLER NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT
THE HOSPITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM 10 10:30AM.
RCIA (RiTE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucaTtioN OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

Shepherding Our Hearts to the Father's

The Holy Spirit is burning within Peter, the first of the Apostles, as he pro-
claims the truth about Jesus to the leaders of the Jews in today’s First Reading: Jesus
Christ is the stone they rejected and executed, the cornerstone of the Church, in
Whom all salvation and healing is found.

In Christ, the Son of God, we also become children of God. In Christ, who calls
himself the Good Shepherd, we are known and healed and saved. This Good Shep-
herd has sacrificed everything for our sake, laying down His life willingly, and taking
it back up again.

Jesus is always the one in control. No one forces him to do anything. The Father
sent him into the world on a mission of salvation, and his whole life i1s dedicated to
saving all of us. It is a struggle, but he is not struggling to protect or save himself; he
is struggling to save all of us as he gives all of Himself. The enemy does not make
him recoil or run away from his mission; the “wolf” will not make him anxious, be-
cause he cannot lose. Jesus is not worried. He does not need to recalculate his battle
plan. The Plan is set from the beginning: He must take on all our fallenness and
woundedness and sin and death itself, and carry it all the way to Golgotha in his own
Perfect Heart — completely human and completely divine; he must sacrifice himself
wholly by laying down his life, and then transform every darkness into light when he
takes up his life again.

And His glorious promise to us is that ultimately, all will be drawn together so that
there will be one flock without division, under the one Shepherd of love. The love of the
Father has willed that we be called His children, as St. John tells us. God has created a
world and a Heaven that would not be complete without us, because we are all members
of one family in Christ, each of us beloved sons and daughters. Through Christ’s rejec-
tion and death, we are redeemed, received, and given eternal life. In this freedom, we
are called to accept this great gift and follow the commands of our Good Shepherd.

PRAYER LIST
John Paul Moore * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir * Catherine Murray

Betty Camble * Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Earl Bourgeois * Mary L. Boutte * Cecila Bazile * Denise Chutz

Richard Camble, Jr.* Elizabeth Whitfield * Elaine Johnson * Linda Gills-Beshears * Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois
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Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give
St. Francis Xavier Cotholic Churciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity!

Starting October 25, the deadline for bulletin entries will be due on Fridays by 12 noon.
Please consider admission at least a week prior to the date of the announcement, when possible.

Shepherding Our Hearts to the Father's

The Holy Spirit is buming within Peter, the first of the Apostles, as he
proclaims the truth about Jesus to the leaders of the Jews in today’s First
Reading: Jesus Christ is the stone they rejected and executed, the corner-
stone of the Church, in Whom all salvation and healing is found.

In Christ, the Son of God, we also become children of God. In Christ,
who calls himself the Good Shepherd, we are known and healed and
saved. This Good Shepherd has sacrificed everything for our sake, lay-
ing down His life willingly, and taking it back up again.

Jesus is always the one in control. No one forces him to do anything. The
Father sent him into the world on a mission of salvation, and his whole
life is dedicated to saving all of us. It is a struggle, but he is not struggling
to protect or save himself; he is struggling to save all of us as he gives all
of Himself. The enemy does not make him recoil or run away from his
mission; the “wolf” will not make him anxious, because he cannot lose.
Jesus is not worried. He does not need to recalculate his battle plan. The
Plan is set from the beginning: He must take on all our fallenness and
woundedness and sin and death itself, and carry it all the way to Golgo-
tha in his own Perfect Heart — completely human and completely divine;
he must sacrifice himself wholly by laying down his life, and then trans-
form every darkness into light when he takes up his life again.

And His glorious promise to us is that ultimately, all will be drawn to-
gether so that there will be one flock without division, under the one
Shepherd of love. The love of the Father has willed that we be called His
children, as St. John tells us. God has created a world and a Heaven that
would not be complete without us, because we are all members of one
family in Christ, each of us beloved sons and daughters. Through
Christ’s rejection and death, we are redeemed, received, and given eter-
nal life. In this freedom, we are called to accept this great gift and follow
the commands of our Good Shepherd.

By Kathryn Mulderink

Weekday Masses
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday at9am

Thank you to everyone who purchased a Crawfish
Raffle ticket. All monies will go towards the 2024
Trunk or Treat 2024 at SFX. Congratulations to the
following winners:
Ist - Mrs. Carla Fair
2nd prize - Mrs. Kisha T. Williams
3rd prize - Mrs. Lenora Thomas

Mass Intentions - April 18 - 23, 2024

Thursday 9am Marecella Keyes

By: Lorina Turner
Friday 9am Reginald Thomas

By: McKinley Class of 1994
Saturday Spm Donald Augustus

By: Wife & Kids
Sunday 8am People of the Parish

11am Jessie Campbell

By: Owanda Campbell

Stewardship - April 14, 2024

T T

Regular Collection
$6,327
Flowers
$143
Parish Needs
$123
Food Pantry
$100




Fourth Sunday of Easter
The Rejected Savior

In the reading from Acts, Peter explains to the leaders of Israel how they cured a
crippled man. They probably expected Peter to take credit for the cure, so they were
waiting for him to hang himself by his words. Peter, of course, gives the credit to Jesus
and then makes two important points.

First he calls Jesus the “stone you builders rejected, which has become the corner-
stone.” This quote from Psalm 118 was used often by the early Christians to show that
Jesus was rejected by fellow Jews when he was crucified, but was actually doing God'’s
will when he gave his life on the cross. Thus he became not just a martyr, but the savior
of the world. This gave comfort to those who had expected the leaders of Israel to follow
Jesus and recognize him as the Messiah. It also told those leaders that they could be
forgiven for crucifying Jesus if they would simply repent.

The second point made by Peter was that Jesus is the one and only savior of the
world. In those days, the Roman emperor was considered to be a god and was called a
savior. Peter says this to the leaders because they had to obey the emperor and his ap-
pointed rulers over Israel. While we no longer look to politicians to be saviors, we need to
remember that Jesus is the Savior: he forgives our sins, shows us how to love God and
our neighbors, and hears our prayers. He lives in us to support us when the answer to
our prayers is “no.” And in the end, he is with us when we die to bring us to eternal life.
When we love others (and are loved by others) we experience a taste of God'’s love.
Now the choice is yours: to reject the Savior or make Him the cornerstone of your life.

Tom Schmidt
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