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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTIS-
MAL PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER
AT LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT
OF THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. EDWARD CHIFFRILLER NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT
THE HOSPITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM 10 10:30AM.
RCIA (RiTE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucaTtioN OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and
thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of Jesus
Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on those who
love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest on you, both on your
going out and your coming in.

PSR News
April 2022
10 Palm Sunday
14 Holy Thursday
15 Good Friday — Live Stations of the Cross
16 Holy Saturday - Easter Vigil
17 Happy Easter - He is Risen - Alleluia, Alleluia - No Class
24 Class — 2™ Sunday of Easter

Palm Sunday is the final Sunday of Lent, the beginning of Holy Week, and commemorates the triumphant arrival of Christ in Jerusalem, days before he was cruci-
fied.

Palm Sunday is known as such because the faithful will often receive palm fronds which they use to participate in the reenactment of Christ's arrival in Jerusalem. In
the Gospels, Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a young donkey, and to the lavish praise of the townspeople who threw clothes, or possibly palms or small branches, in
front of him as a sign of homage. This was a customary practice for people of great respect.

Palm branches are widely recognized symbol of peace and victory, hence their preferred use on Palm Sunday.

The use of a donkey instead of a horse is highly symbolic, it represents the humble arrival of someone in peace, as opposed to arriving on a steed in war.

A week later, Christ would rise from the dead on the first Easter.

During Palm Sunday Mass, palms are distributed to parishioners who carry them in a ritual procession into church. The palms are blessed and many people will fash-
ion them into small crosses or other items of personal devotion. These may be returned to the church, or kept for the year.

Because the palms are blessed, they may not be discarded as trash. Instead, they are appropriately gathered at the church and incinerated to create the ashes that will
be used in the follow year's Ash Wednesday observance.

The colors of the Mass on Palm Sunday are red and white, symbolizing the redemption in blood that Christ paid for the world. Catholic Online

The Church - perfected in glory

"The Church . . . will receive its perfection only in the glory of heaven," at the time of Christ's glorious return. Until that day, "the Church progresses on her pilgrim-
age amidst this world's persecutions and God's consolations." Here below she knows that she is in exile far from the Lord, and longs for the full coming of the King-
dom, when she will "be united in glory with her king. "The Church, and through her the world, will not be perfected in glory without great trials. Only then will "all

the just from the time of Adam, 'from Abel, the just one, to the last of the elect,' . . . be gathered together in the universal Church in the Father's presence."

ITII. THE MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH

The Church is in history, but at the same time she transcends it. It is only "with the eyes of faith "that one can see her in her visible reality and at the same time in her
spiritual reality as bearer of divine life.

The Church - both visible and spiritual

"The one mediator, Christ, established and ever sustains here on earth his holy Church, the community of faith, hope, and charity, as a visible or-
ganization through which he communicates truth and grace to all men." The Church is at the same time:

- a "society structured with hierarchical organs and the mystical body of Christ;

- the visible society and the spiritual community;

- the earthly Church and the Church endowed with heavenly riches."

These dimensions together constitute "one complex reality which comes together from a human and a divine element":

The Church is essentially both human and divine, visible but endowed with invisible realities, zealous in action and dedicated to contemplation,
present in the world, but as a pilgrim, so constituted that in her the human is directed toward and subordinated to the divine, the visible to the invis-
ible, action to contemplation, and this present world to that city yet to come, the object of our quest.

O humility! O sublimity! Both tabernacle of cedar and sanctuary of God; earthly dwelling and celestial palace; house of clay and royal hall; body
of death and temple of light; and at last both object of scorn to the proud and bride of Christ! She is black but beautiful, O daughters of Jerusalem,
for even if the labor and pain of her long exile may have discolored her, yet heaven's beauty has adorned her. ccc 769-771

SFX CENTENNIAL COOKBOOKS Mass Intentions for April 9 - 12, 2022
MAKES A GREAT GIFT
FOR ONLY $20.00 Saturday Spm  Samantha & Idris Malik Anniversary
By: His Wife
PRAY FOR US
, _ Sunday 8am Ruben Davis
Richard Camble, Jr. Gwen Carriere Catherine Murray By: Men’s Choir
Frazier Jordan John Paul Moore Joyce Decuir 11am Agn nnefaye Jackson Ross
Elizabeth Whitfield Loraine Perry Cenia Richard a eslg) C Ontem;iry Choir
Zelda Bates Martha Proctor John Ristic ’
Elaine Johnson Maria Rice Betty Camble .
Linda Gills-Beshears Whitney Robiho Eloﬁ'ise Noel Tuesday Spm People of the Parish
Mary Johnson Betty Dupas Cora Scott-Green




PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD

April 10, 2022

Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give
St. Francis Xavier Cotholic Churciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity!

Starting October 25, the deadline for bulletin entries will be Mondays by 12 noon.
Please consider admission at least a week prior to the date of the announcement, when possible.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Holy Thursday Mass - 6pm
Good Friday Stations - 12 noon
Good Friday Service - 3pm
Easter Vigil - 8pm

Easter Sunday Masses - 8am & 11am

The Easter Wagons will return this year.

As we prepare for the return of out wagons we are ask-
ing for donations. Individually wrapped candy or mone-
tary donations may be dropped at the
rectory. Thank you for your usual cooperation.
Join us for the return of this event on Saturday, April
16" — 8am mass and Easter Sunday masses

Paul and Norma Duell Memorial Scholarship

Purpose of the scholarship: The Paul and Norma Duell Memorial
Scholarship is established to provide financial support of $5,000 to a gradu-
ating high school senior and/or first year college student who will attend
Southern University and A&M College, Baton Rouge or Grambling State
University in the Fall of 2022. The student should have a 3.0 GPA and be a
parishioner of St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church or Mt. Zion First Baptist
Church.

Both Paul and Norma believed in the value of education, given their experi-
ences growing up in a segregated society. They both worked tirelessly to
bring together people of all races, faiths, and backgrounds to improve their
community, the State of Louisiana and our country through their active
engagement in many organizations including their church homes. They
often recruited students to attend both Southern University and A&M Col-
lege and Grambling State University, so it is fitting that their daughters,
Paula Duell Northern and Stephanie Duell honor them through this Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund.

To apply, students should submit a resume and personal statement on their
future aspirations in 250 words or less to DuellMemorialScholar-
ship@gmail.com by April 30, 2022.

THE MESSAGE OF CHRIST’S LOVE

From the proclamation of the Gospel at the beginning of the liturgy,
we know that today is different, not only because we hear two Gospel
passages, or because we hold palms and move in procession. Today
begins Holy Week, a time set apart, a week in which to listen, pray,

reflect, and take to heart the truth of Christ’s passion, crucifixion,

death, and ultimately, resurrection. It takes a week, and a lifetime, to

truly hear the message of Christ’s love. It is difficult for us to com-

prehend that Jesus willingly sacrificed himself, so we must hear the
story again and again. Let this week be for us a new moment of faith

in which we, together with the criminal who was crucified with
Christ, cry out, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your king-
dom.”

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Join us for the
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament
When: Every Saturday from 3:30 - 4:30pm
Where: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church
1120 Myrtle Street

Stewardship - April 3, 2022

Regular Collection
$8,279
Parish Needs
$451
Flowers
$64




PLEASE SEND US ONLY 200
COPIES OF THE BULLETIN THAT
WE ARE SUBMITTING FOR
April 10, 2022
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