FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
JULY 9, 2023

ST. FrRANCIS XAVIER

&2 ]5%61)[3353 CATHOLIC CHURCH

1120 MYRTLE WALK
Very Rev. Edward Chiffriller, SSJ BaToN ROUGE, LA 70802

Pastor . '
stfrancisxavierbr.o

PARISH OFFICE:

MS. EBONY RILEY ~ SECRETARY

1134 JULIA STREET

BATON ROUGE, LA 70802

8:00 AM 10O 3:00 PM

225.383.3479 OR 225.343.3709

FAX: 225.388.5458
EMAIL-SECRETARY(@SFXC.BRCOXMAIL.COM
'WEBSITE~STFRANCISXAVIERBR.ORG

REvV. EDWARD CHIFFRILLER CELL: 225.571.8233
EMAIL~ EJCHIFFSSJ@AOL.COM

OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:

MR JOHN YOUNG ~ DRE 225.343.3075 EXT 212
FAX: 225.388.5458
EMAIL:SFXPSR(@SFXC.BRCOXMAIL.COM

SCHOOL OFFICE;
MS. PAULA JOHNSON ~ PRINCIPAL
1150 SOUTH 12TH STREET

BATON ROUGE, LA 70802 SATURDAY: VIGL - 500 PM
7:30 AM TO 4:00 PM
SUNDAY: 800 AM & 11:00 AM
I%f;g%ggg%g?;z 0-387.6650 TUESDAY: OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA~- 500 PM
ALL: PIOHN: WED ~THURS: 6:30 AMIN CONVENT
EMAIL: PJOHNSON(@SEXBR.ORG
WEBSITE: SFXBR.ORG HOLYDAYS: 900 AM & 6:00PM
FRIDAY: SCHOOL MAss 9:00AM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTIS-
MAL PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER
AT LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT
OF THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. EDWARD CHIFFRILLER NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT
THE HOSPITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM 10 10:30AM.
RCIA (RiTE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucaTtioN OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

Hope in the Midst of Turmoil

In the midst of turmoil and adversity, the readings for the 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A bring us a message of hope, trust, and
reliance on God’s strength. The prophet Zechariah speaks of a future king who will come to restore the kingdom, bringing justice and
peace.

The promise of a new beginning and the restoration of their homeland must have been difficult to believe in the face of despair and un-
certainty. Yet, through Zechariah’s words, God’s promise shines as a beacon of hope, reminding the people that even in the darkest mo-
ments, God remains faithful and has a plan for their restoration.

Finding Solace in Jesus

In the Gospel for the 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A, Jesus invites us to find rest and solace in Him. He acknowledges the bur-
dens we carry, the struggles we face, and He offers to share our yoke, to lighten our load. Jesus assures us that the demands of God are
not beyond our strength. He invites us to turn to Him, to place our trust in Him, and to seek His help when life becomes overwhelming.

This message is profoundly relevant in our own lives. We too encounter moments when we feel overwhelmed, burdened by the challeng-
es and trials that come our way. We may face personal struggles, societal unrest, or the weight of expectations and responsibilities. In
those moments, it is easy to rely solely on our own strength, to become consumed by worry and doubt.

Relying on Jesus in Difficult Times

But the readings remind us that we are not alone. Just as God promised a new king in Zechariah’s time, He has given us Jesus Christ, the
King of Kings, who offers us His love, mercy, and companionship. Jesus understands our burdens because He carried the weight of the
world upon His own shoulders. He beckons us to come to Him, to surrender our anxieties, and to find solace in His gentle and compas-
sionate presence.

Turning to Jesus in our times of need requires humility, faith, and a willingness to let go of our self-reliance. It means acknowledging
that we cannot navigate life’s challenges alone and that we need the help of our loving Savior. It involves surrendering our burdens and
allowing Him to guide us along the path of righteousness, justice, and peace.

As we reflect on these readings for the 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A, let us take comfort in the knowledge that God’s promises
endure, even in the most difficult of times. Let us trust in Jesus, who offers us rest for our weary souls and shoulders the weight of our
burdens. May we seek His guidance, His strength, and His love in all aspects of our lives, knowing that with Him by our side, we can
face any trial or tribulation. Let us turn to Him and say, “Lord Jesus, help me. I surrender my burdens to You. Grant me the grace to find
rest and hope in Your loving embrace.”

Mass Intentions for July 8§ — 11, 2023

PRAY FOR US Saturday Spm Shauna Lewis James

By: Jeff & Marie Corbin

Richard Camble, Jr.  John Paul Moore  Catherine Murray

13 (13 2
Frazier Jordan Loraine Perry Joyce Decuir Sunday 8am ;ylll,lan}c_d ‘Tex Turner
Elizabeth Whitfield ~ Martha Proctor John Ristic y: Wife & kids
Zelda Bates Maria Rice Betty Camble

11am Sick & Deceased Hospitality Members

Elaine Johnson Whitney Robiho Elouise Noel By: Hospitality Ministry

Linda Gills-Beshears  Bridget Taylor Cora Scott-Green
Phyllis White Chavon D. White Betty Dupas

Mary E. Bourgeois Mary L. Boutte Earl Bourgeois Tuesday Spm People of the Parish




FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JULY 9, 2023

Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give
St. Francis Xavier Cothholic Chuwrchh

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity!

Starting October 25, the deadline for bulletin entries will be due on Fridays by 12 noon.
Please consider admission at least a week prior to the date of the announcement, when possible.

14th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

COME TO ME, ALL YOU
WHO LABOR AND ARE
BURDENED, AND | WILL

GIVE YOU REST.
TAKE MY YOKE UPON YOU
AND LEARN FROM ME, FOR
| AM MEEK AND HUMBLE
OF HEART; AND YOU WILL
FIND REST FOR YOURSELVES
FOR MY YOKE IS EASY
AND MY BURDEN LIGHT.
MATTHEW 11:28-30

Let your light not shine to reflect you, but to
reflect God.

SFX CENTENNIAL COOKBOOKS
MAKES A GREAT GIFT
FOR ONLY $20.00

HomeStart

Earty Childhood Education & Technology Project

For children 16 to 28 months old who are not in
Day Care or Head Start
Free books, educational toys and more for EBRP Housing Authority Communi-

ties and families with children receiving

SNAP or Medicaid
Register now! For more information call 225.928.8484

HELP NEEDED BY WELLNESS MINISTRY
The Wellness Ministry is in need of someone with
knowledge of publisher software such as Canva, Microsoft
Publisher, etc. for our quarterly newsletter. If you can assist
us, please contact Jonalyn Nunnery at 225 266-3263.

The Junior Daughters Ct# 12 (Little Flowers) are still collecting “Pull
Tabs”. If you have any, please leave them at the back of the church.

Weekday Masses
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
at 9am

Join us for the
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament
When: Every Saturday from 3:30 - 4:30pm
Where: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church
1120 Myrtle Street

JOIN US FOR PRAYING THE ROSARY
EVERY SUNDAY EVENING @ 7PM
Just dial 1 720 7409653
And enter access code 5217381#

Stewardship - July 2, 2023

Regular Collection
$7,745
Parish Needs
$392
Building Fund
$898
School Support
$20




Gospel

Mt 11:25-30

At that time Jesus exclaimed:

"l give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
for although you have hidden these things

from the wise and the learned

you have revealed them to little ones.

Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will.

All things have been handed over to me by my Father.
No one knows the Son except the Father,

and no one knows the Father except the Son

and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him."

"Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
and | will give you rest.

Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,

for | am meek and humble of heart;

and you will find rest for yourselves.

For my yoke is easy, and my burden light."
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